‘STEP BY STEP’ GUIDE

DTG APPLICATION PROCESS - T Shirts

Step One — Creating Your Graphics

All garment decoration has to start somewhere and with direct to garment printing the work usually starts on the
computer. All DTG businesses have the need for good, clean artwork to produce the best prints on the garment.
Most users opt to use graphics software like Corel DRAW, Photoshop or Adobe lllustrator or will “buy in” ready-
made graphics.

The quality of the image you start with can make a big impact on the end result and there are a few basic guidelines
in regards to resolution and background that will help you to design or tailor artwork to produce high quality images.

If you are not artistically inclined there are a number of clipart and template programs on the marketplace that wil
streamline the process for you. A general rule of thumb for DTG printing is that if the image looks good printed from
your desktop inkjet printer (at the same resolution etc) then the image will look good on the textile application.

Step Two - Preparing your shirt to Print with DTG

To pretreat or not to pretreat? that is the question

Pre-treatment is like adding a primer before you paint, that helps the ink to adhere better to the textile or other
applications such as canvas, denim jeans, etc. The use of pre-treatment is required for dark fabrics to allow the white
ink to bond properly to it and remain wash after wash. When printing to non-textile items it is recommended to use
a primer and sealant (dependent on material).

Printing on a white (light coloured) t-shirt or fabric requires little preparation of the garment in advance apart from a
light press to flatten the fibres. However some users will still pretreat if they are looking for a stronger, vibrant, bold
colour (especially black) and the customer has specific requirements. They have to balance the extra cost and
application time to the size of order and profit to be made.

Pre-treat Machine - an automatic pre-treatment machine is an enclosed device
that you load your shirt into and then press a button to have the pre-treat sprayed
onto it. They tend to have settings available to adjust the volume of spray and field
area from the whole bed down to a specific area. Rather than spraying the bed
area all the time this means you can reduce the amount of pre-treat being used
and therefore reduce the costs accordingly.

The process only takes a moment and is consistent every time and is not so easy to
achieve with a hand sprayer. EZ- Treat Pro

Pre-treating by hand - a manual application method which works well once you understand
the volumes needed in the application. The most important thing to note when using a spray
gun is that you must be more than 5 meters away from the machine or in another room
where as the machine method can be sited at the side of the printer.

Otherwise particles can drift on to the print head and clog the ink inside.

A pretreat unit that is completely enclosed means you can pre-treat shirts inside a house,
retail location or an office. Even right next to your DTG Printer! Wagner spray gun
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Step Three — Printing on a DTG Printer
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The possibilities are endless!

DTG Dig ry’s most advanced, user friendly and precise print platform specifically designed for
textile applications and can operate using Aqueous, Sublimation or even Reactive ink sets to fit your personal needs
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It is not just a T-shirt printer!
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